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“Beyond the Generation”

KAMINE is proud to be a "watch retailer rooted in Kobe." The company is eager to give
back to the town after being nurtured in Kobe, a port city with diverse cultures. Therefore,
he wishes to "create something beautiful and pure" within his reach. That will eventually

transcend generations and become the history of KAMINE.
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We will celebrate our 120th anniversary in 2026

The first-generation founder of KAMINE, Ginsuke Kamine, who formerly served as the chief priest of
the Izumo Taisha Fukuyama Bunshi in Fukuyama, Hiroshima Prefecture, opened a precious metal craft
shop in a back alley of Kobe’s Motomachi district in 1906. Kobe, an international city, was home to many
cultured individuals who embraced the latest trends. They enjoyed fine cuisine and fashion with a modern,
sophisticated spirit. KAMINE’s products were cherished by such discerning clientele.

During the era of the second-generation successor, Kaoru, KAMINE began selling timepieces. By 1927, the
majority of the business's revenue came from watch retail and repairs. Although Kobe endured hardships,
including devastating air raids during the war, it was under the third-generation successor, Tamotsu, whose
customer-first philosophy laid the foundation of KAMINE’s corporate identity.

The fourth-generation successor, Toru, further evolved this customer-centric approach by enhancing after-
sales service systems and redefining the concept of specialty watch retail. He opened multiple stores with
distinct characteristics around the main store, offering customers the joy of exploring timepieces while
embracing Kobe’s unique identity. Today, KAMINE is renowned nationwide as a hub for promoting Swiss

watch culture.
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I met a craftsman at a watch workshop who concentrated on polishing parts.
He suddenly stopped his hand, checked it closely with a loupe, and put the
part in a box. Finally, he had finished polishing one. Another watchmaker
sat hunched over his desk, holding his breath and assembling small parts. It
was like a ritual. Much of the process has been mechanized in the factories
that manufacture high-end watches. However, refining details, assembling
minute parts and making exquisite adjustments still require the handiwork of
artisans. Why do they go to such lengths to confront the microscopic world?

It is because the complications inherited from pocket watches, say Tourbillon,
which reduces the effects of gravity by rotating a regulating escapement, or
the minute repeater, which tells the current time with the sound of a gong
and hammer, have been sublimed to an art that impresses people to this day.
The best handwork is required to reach this level. That is why the handiwork

of craftsmen is still a "sanctuary” today.
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The hardest substance on earth is the diamond. Because it was so hard,
people in ancient times regarded it as a "mysterious stone that nobody could
harm." Hence, the diamond symbolizes undying love and is presented as
an engagement gift. Later, in the 15th century, it became possible to polish
the surface, and by the end of the 17th century, humanity developed the
prototype of today's brilliant cut. It is where the diamond underwent a
dramatic transformation from a mysterious hard stone to a "resplendent
beautiful gem." Advances in polishing technology have enabled diamonds
to be faceted as much as possible to take advantage of the diamond's
outstandingly high refractive index compared to other gemstones so that even
the smallest amount of light is reflected and shines without fail. The 57-sided
round brilliant cut, the most common type of cut in the 21st century, is
the fruit of a man's skillfully calculated efforts to maximize the diamond's

potential for brilliance.
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The Association Japon de la Haute Horlogerie (AJHH) was established in 2005, to properly convey the culture and tradition of

fine watchmaking. Currently, 19 authorized watch retailers nationwide are members of the association.
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Hosting experiential events is another part of Kamine’s commitment. By
inviting a diverse array of guests, these events provide an opportunity to
explore the allure and heritage of watches from various angles. Kamine
also organizes events that families can enjoy together, resulting in more
families purchasing watches across three generations. Where people connect,

moments of beauty are created. Kamine strives to cultivate such a space.
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Repair & Maintenance
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One of the greatest appeals of luxury watches is that they
can be passed down through generations. For this reason,
Kamine has a dedicated service center staffed with officially
trained technicians. They assess the condition of each

watch, offer on-the-spot quick services, and ensure proper

maintenance by coordinating with the official service centers
of each brand.
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Since its founding in 1906, Kamine has carried a legacy of excellence. Monochrome photographs,
warranty certificates reminiscent of a bygone era—each bearing the mark of nearly 120 years of history,
chronicling the journey of a family that has led the way in watches and jewelry in Kobe.

“We aspire to be like the long-established jewelers and watch retailers of Europe, where each store
reflects its own philosophy and individuality.” At the same time, Kamine cherishes a fundamental
principle: always welcoming customers into a store radiating elegance and warmth. Like a familial
heritage, this spirit has been passed down for generations and is deeply ingrained in Kamine’s DNA.
“Kamine in Kobe” has become a name recognized even within the Swiss watch industry. Today marks

just another milestone in its ever-evolving history. With a spirit of adaptability, Kamine continues to

embrace innovation, carrying its vision across generations and turning it into reality.
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